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WHO WE ARE ECOFARM

DISCOVERY CENTRE

ALL THIS CHARM ON ONE FARM

We are proud to share that our learning centre, fields, and barns were filled
with curious minds and eager hands this year as we continued to welcome
visitors of all ages. From school field trips to birthday celebrations, kids’
camps to community events, EcoFarm has remained a place where families,
students, and guests can explore the story of farming and discover where
their food truly comes from. Our tours and programs have not only
inspired learning but also built meaningful connections between people,
food, and the land.

We are grateful to everyone who joined us this year and helped make
EcoFarm a vibrant hub of discovery. With another great year of kids’
programming, camp registrations, and field trip attendance, we look
forward to building on this momentum as we continue to cultivate
curiosity, education, and community in the year ahead.
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WHO WE ARE

EcoFarm Discovery Centre

is a year-round, authentic
farm experience that inspires
agriculture advocates of all
ages. We are an agricultural
tourism destination that
invites visitors to our farm to
experience and explore the
sights, sounds, and smells of
a working farm and discover

where their food comes from.

MISSION

We are here to inspire a love

of agriculture through a fun
learning experience on a working
farm. Visitors are invited to grab
a shovel and push up feed or
interact with the animals on the
farm and even visit the various
fields and gardens.

VISION

To be a celebrated community
hub representing agri-
education, innovation and
demonstrating animal and
environmental care.

VALUES

Our Values guide how we like
to do things. We are Open &
Honest, strive for Win-Win,
Find Solutions and try to Make
a Difference in relation to our
team, guests, supporters and
throughout the community.
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OUR TEAM

ECOFARM

DISCOVERY CENTRE

OUR TEAM

The EcoFarm team is committed to offering guests a fun learning experience on
the farm. Our friendly staff are always ready to welcome guests and look forward
to touring visitors around the farm, scooping your favorite flavor of ice-cream,
or exploring and educating our kids
campers. They’re simply MOO-tastic!

EcoFarm also hosted several
volunteers this year, providing them
with valuable working experience

in an exciting environment. We

are grateful for the hard work of
our volunteers and look forward to
continuing to grow our volunteer

program.
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WHAT ARE WE UP TO?

ECOFARM

DISCOVERY CENTRE

LAYER DISCOVERY
BOARD

MADE IN PARTNERSHIP WITH BC EGG!

We were thrilled to work in partnership
with BC Egg to create a new Discovery
Zone information board - “Get
EGGucated”. The new board illustrates
how eggs get from farm to table and
also includes an interactive matching

game.

SEASONS FARM
MARKET

We welcomed our new neighbors this
Spring. The Seasons Farm Market team
is passionate about food - ensuring
what they have to offer is quality, local,
ethically raised, sustainable, and not to

mention delicious!

SPRING INTO THE
SEASON

Our Spring into the Season event
celebrated the grand opening

of Seasons Farm Market and the
installation of the new Get EGGucated
Discovery Zone board. The event
featured facepainting, kids spring crafts
and activities, food samples, farm animal

interactions, and more!




SELF GUIDED DAIRY
BARN TOURS

This year we fulfilled the many requests
received for a self-guided dairy barn
tour option. With our updated security
and practices, new guests can now enjoy
touring around the dairy barn to watch

and learn at their own pace.

NEW STUDENT
WORKBOOK

To enhance EcoFarm’s field trip
programming, our team developed new
Student Workbooks this year. There are
three different workbooks for varying
skills and ages. Each workbook includes
pre-visit and post-visit activities and
questions based on the students visit on

the farm.
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WILD WEDNESDAYS

Wild Wednesdays at EcoFarm ran
through the summer. This mid-week
feature day included farm crafts and
giveaways, free ice-cream topping
upgrades, and hay wagon rides around
the farm.
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WHAT ARE WE UP TO? ECOFARM

DISCOVERY CENTRE

CALF BARN

EXTENSION : o ,
Big changes are happening in our parkland area. Construction

A new extension onto our of a new building for Farmhouse Brewing Co. began this
calf barn was completed

Spring and we can feel the excitement in the air as we await

this year. Guests that come the grand-opening in mid-2026. Nothing beats farm-fresh,

along on our Behind-the- locally inspired food and beverages.
Scenes tour now get to see
two different calf housing

practices.

someth i"g’s breﬂ.“‘p’...
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FUNI FACTS ECOFARM

DISCOVERY CENTRE

1 NEW
WAGYU-
HIGHLAND
CROSS CALF
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THOUSANDS

OF PETTING ZOO VISITORS
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ECOFARM IMPACT

ECOFARM

DISCOVERY CENTRE

WATCH OUR
EPISODE!

ABBY FRESH COMMUNITY FEATURE EPISODE

EcoFarm, along with five other local farms, were selected to be featured in a video
mini-series produced in partnership with Community Futures, Abby Fresh, and Tourism
Abbotsford. Each episode focused on the farm to fork journey and the hard work

and passion behind the food (or milk!) we enjoy. In EcoFarm’s episode, farm owner’s
daughter, Violet Vanderkooi, emphasizes how we connect our community and visitors to
the people, land, and food culture that makes Abbotsford thrive.

BRUNA FROM BRAIZIL

If you visited EcoFarm this summer, chances are you met Bruna during her work-
exchange in Canada. Bruna took part in SELC College’s “Young Farmers” pilot program
this year. The new program facilitates the opportunity for agriculture students from
Brazil to visit Canada to learn about our farming practices and technology to take back
to share with their communities in Brazil. Bruna was a positive and hard-working part of
our team this summer and we are grateful for her curiosity and the opportunity to share
our unique farm operation with her. Bruna returned to Brazil in September and is missed
at EcoFarm, but as she always says, “this is not goodbye, it is a see you later!”
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MOO OR BOO - FOOD DRIVE FOR THE FOOD BANK

In October, we held our 11th annual MOO or BOO event, a family-friendly celebration

that blends agriculture charm and Halloween excitement. This year, in lieu of admission,
we asked visitors to bring a non-perishable food donation for the Abbotsford Food
Bank. We are overjoyed that we could provide a fun and safe Halloween experience

for families and that we received 241kg of donations to fill EcoFarm’s “Cow Car” and
support individuals and families in need in our community.



14 AEIA BOARD

AEIA BOARD ECOFARM

DISCOVERY CENTRE

lr
AEIA BOARD e
The Abbotsford EcoFarm Innovation 1 '

Association Board (AEIA) has proudly Bill Vanderkooi Sandy Blue John de Jonge

guided the growth of EcoFarm from the
/”( _9 i

start. We are grateful to have such a
well-rounded group representing local
lan Newton Garry Fehr Carlos Navarrete

leadership in business, education, and the 1
community.
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THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

LEGACY SPONSORS
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DONORS & IN-KIND SPONSORS

Dairysmart KPMG RDM  Archway Redux Lallemand

Canex Scothorn Supreme Seasons Farm Market

ECOFARM 'BITUS

1356 Sumas Way Abbotsford, BC CANADA
DISCOVERY CENTRE info@ecofarmbc.ca | 1604 557 5481




